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Eligibility Criteria are separated into thirteen federal classifications. Students need only meet 
eligibility under one of these federal classifications. (34 C.F.R., Section 300.8.) 

 
 Severe Disabilities and Non-severe Disabilities 

Students meeting eligibility under some of the above federal classifications are considered to be 
severely disabled as follows: 

  
 E.C., Sec. 56030.5 

"Severely disabled" means individuals with exceptional needs who require intensive instruction 
and training in programs serving pupils with the following profound disabilities: autism, blindness, 
deafness, severe orthopedic impairments, serious emotional disturbances, severe intellectual 
disability, and those individuals who would have been eligible for enrollment in a development 
center for handicapped pupils under Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 56800) of this part, as it 
read on January 1, 1980. 
 
6.5.A AUTISM (AUT) : A severely disabling condition. 

  Definition:  

  C.C.R., Title 5, Sec. 3030 
Autism means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal 
communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three, and adversely 
affecting a child’s educational performance. Other characteristics often associated with 
autism are engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to 
environmental change or change in daily routines, and unusual responses to sensory 
activities.  
 
Autism does not apply if a child’s educational performance is adversely affected primarily 
because the child has an emotional disturbance.  A child who manifests the characteristics 
of autism after age three could be identified as having autism if the criteria in the preceding 
paragraph are satisfied.  
 
C.F.R. 300.8 (c) (1)  
Autism means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal 
communication and social interaction, generally evident before age 3 that adversely affects 
a child’s educational performance. Other characteristics often associated with autism are 
engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to 
environmental change or change in daily routines, and unusual responses to sensory 
experiences.  The term does not apply if a child’s educational performance is adversely 
affected primarily because the child has an emotional disturbance. 

 
Implementation Procedures: 

A multi-disciplinary team shall assess a student. Relevant information includes all of the 
following:  

• A written report from a school psychologist or other person with experience and 
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 Current assessment of receptive and expressive communication skills and current 
educational performance reveals significant impairment. 
 

6.5.D HEARING  IMPAIRMENT (HI): A severely or non-severely disabling condition. 

 Definition: 

 C.F.R. 300.8(c)(5) 
Hearing impairment means an impairment in hearing whether permanent or fluctuating, 
that adversely affects a child’s educational performance but that is not included under the 
definition of deafness in this section. 
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Implementation Procedures:  

Student shall be assessed by a multi-disciplinary team. Relevant information includes the 
following: 

• The school nurse shall provide the IEP team with specific medical information related 
to physical limitations and their projected duration. 

• Qualified assessors shall include in reports the results of observations within the 
regular program. 

  
6.5.I EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE  (ED): A severe or non-severe disabling condition. 

Definition: 

C.C.R., Title 5, Sec. 3030 
 Because of an emotional disturbance, a pupil exhibits one or more of the following 
characteristics over a long period of time and to a marked degree, which adversely affect 
educational performance: 

• An inability to learn which cannot be explained by intellectual, sensory, or health 
factors. 

• An inability to build or maintain satisfactory interpersonal relationships with peers and 
teachers.
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Implementation Procedures:  

A multi-disciplinary team shall assess a student. Relevant information includes the 
following: 

• A report written by a credentialed school psychologist documenting the presence of an 
emotional disturbance. The report shall include a summary of previous and current 
assessments of educational and emotional status, educational history, home and school 
observations, health and developmental history, and attempted interventions. 

• Eligibility as emotional disturbance for purposes of educational placement and/or 
services shall not be determined solely on the basis of any non-educational evaluation 
(including evaluations by psychiatrists or clinical psychologists). 

• 
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o Reading comprehension 

o Mathematics calculation 

o Mathematics reasoning 

• The discrepancy is due to a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes 
and is not the result of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantages. 

• The discrepancy cannot be corrected through other regular or categorical services 
offered within the regular instructional program. 

 
 E.C.  56337.5 (a) 
A pupil who is assessed as being dyslexic and meets eligibility criteria specified in Section 
56337 and subdivisionn (j) of Section 3030 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations 
for the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U. S. C., Sec. 1400 and 
following) category of specific learning disabilities is entitled to special education and 
related services. 
 
C.C.R. Tile 5, Sec. 3030 
A pupil has a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in 
understanding or in using language, spoken or written, which may manifest itself in an 
impaired ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathematical calculations 
The IEP team may consider whether the pupil has a severe discrepancy between intellectual 
ability and achievement in one or more of the academic areas specified in Section 56337(a) 
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C.F.R. 300.8 (10)  
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C.F.R. 300.8 (11) 
Speech or language impairment means a communication disorder, such as stuttering, 
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 Implementation Procedures: 

• A student shall be assessed by a multi-disciplinary team as having abnormal 
voice when the disorder adversely affects educational performance. When 
indicated, vocal assessment shall include a medical laryngeal examination.  

• The IEP team documents that the abnormal voice is noticeable to both familiar 
and unfamiliar listeners, interferes with communicating, is noticeable over a long 
period of time and is inappropriate for the student's age and/or sex. 

 
(C) Fluency Disorder 

A pupil has a fluency disorder when the flow of verbal expression including rate and 
rhythm adversely affects communication between the pupil and listener. 
 

 Implementation Procedures: 

• A student shall be assessed by a multi-disciplinary team as having a fluency 
disorder when the student exhibits inappropriate rate or rhythm of speech or 
excessive repetition, revision, interjection, pauses, and other breaks in the flow 
of speech that do not enhance meaning. 

• A certain degree of normal non-fluent behavior characterizes the speech of very  Language Disorder 

The pupil has an expressive or receptive language disorder when he or she meets one of the following criteria: 

1. 
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 Implementation Procedures: 

A multi-disciplinary team shall assess a student. Relevant information shall include 
the following: 

• Assessment in one or more of the following areas of language development: 

o Morphology Syntax 

o Semantics   

o Pragmatics 

• Scores on standardized tests shall meet the requirements set forth in Title 5 
quoted above. 

• Scores from analysis of a language sample must also meet the requirement set 
forth in Title 5 quoted above. 

• When standardized tests are considered to be invalid for a specific pupil, the 
language disorder shall be assessed by alternative means as specified on the 
assessment plan. 

  
Language Disorder does not include: 

• Students who have atypical patterns resulting from lack of familiarity with 
English, cultural differences, race, or environmental deprivation. 

• Students whose language is commensurate with his/her general cognitive 
functioning. 

 
6.5.L   TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY (TBI):  A severe or non-severe disabling condition. 

Definition: 

"Traumatic brain injury" means an acquired injury to the brain caused by an external 
physical force, resulting in total or partial functional disability or psychosocial impairment, 
or both, that adversely affects a child's educational performance. The term applies to open 
or closed head injuries resulting in impairments in one or more areas, such as cognition; 
language; memory; attention; reasoning; abstract thinking; judgment,  problem- solving; 
sensory, perceptual and motor abilities; psychosocial behavior; physical functions; 
information processing; and speech. The term does not apply to brain injuries that are 
congenital or degenerative, or brain injuries induced by birth trauma.  

 
Implementation Procedures: 

A multi-
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o Perceptual and motor abilities 

o Judgment and psychosocial behavior 

o Health and physical functions 

o Adaptive behaviors 

• The IEP Team shall determine that the traumatic brain injury adversely affects 
educational performance. 

• The least restrictive environment shall be considered when determining placement. 
 

6.5.M   VISUAL IMPAIRMENT INCLUDING BLINDNESS (VI):  A severe or non-severe 
disabling condition. 
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under Education Code Section 311 (c), including a program provided in the individual’s primary 
language, provided that the IEP team periodically, but not less than annually, reconsiders the 
individual’s ability to receive instruction in the English language. 
 

6.7 PROGRAM PLANNING  




